South Africa
Most people that visit South Africa don’t have the time or the interest to se how the people live or there history. My journey started at Cape Town where I lived in a big and beautiful hotel. Further on I explored the activities of South Africa but the most interesting part of [image: image1.jpg]


 South Africa was the people. The people are interesting in South Africa because they are so different. In this article I am going to show you almost every part of South Africa.
From the beautiful hotel in Cape Town I traveled first to East London then I traveled to the interior of the country to see how the people lived on the countryside but also to see the famous game reserves. 

Geography: 
When you talk about Africa’s geography you think that its dry whit a big desert and almost no water. That’s not all true because in Cape Town you can see the water and it’s not a big desert. The areas around the water are not that dry as you think but toward the interior of the country is it much dryer and people don’t have a lot of water. 
The people of South Africa:
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The habitants of South Africa is very different because 76% of the habitants are black, less than 3% are Asian, 9% are random and 13% of the habitants are white. The people live very different depending on how much they earn. There is mostly colored people that are poor but  some of them are also wealthy. The rich people live close to the water in big houses with beautiful view while the poor people lives in terrible sheds. Most people don’t see these sheds but they are really terrible and there is dirt every where. Although South Africa is on the way to become a better country they have a lot of crime. People have walls around there houses with guards because of the high crime.

A couple of years ago where only Afrikaans and English the national languages but now they also have ndebele, nordsotho, sydsotho, siswati (swazi), tsonga, tswana, venda, xhosa and zulu as official languages. They have English because South Africa where an English colony.

History:
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South Africa has a very interesting history because a lot of things have changed in the country. Year 1795 did the British occupy Kapcolony but they have to return it to the Netherlands year 1803. The British returned three years later and captured it again. The next few years vas full of wars and finally did the xhosa and the people of zulu leave the contry.

 The white man used the black people as slaves and they took 87% of the agricultural region while the black people got 13%. They took the black mans rights to politics and that made the coloured people angry and in 1912 they started an organization called ANC who fought for the black peoples political rights. The income from the mines where vary good because the labour where really cheap. Not only black people worked in the mines because poor white farmers moved near the mines and got jobs there but they had right to join a trade union.

In the 1920s did the society grow and they needed more labour so even black people could get more qualified works but the white people did not like this so they started protesting. In 1948 did the Africans party win the election. This was a big success for the black people because they got the right to vote and join a party.   Even if the black people won the election did they have more problems and white people had there own area and the black people had there.
In the following years there where wars and there was a lot of discrimination. 1999 was the big year for everybody because this was the year when the discrimination was over and black and white people could live together without fighting.

Even if the people has suffered a lot they have a big smile on there face almost all the time, even if they are poor or rich are people happy. The people I have met where very nice to me and helped me if I needed any thing.

Activities:
I learned a lot of South Africa’s history and people but if you come here you have to try all the activities. I like surfing so I took a one week curse to learn how to surf. The instructor was very good he managed to teach me how to surf in one week. I was on a beach with giant sand mountains so I tried sand surfing. Sand surfing is almost like snowboarding but it is not that cold and you can do it all year. If you don’t like surfing you should try diving. There is a lot of diving schools so you just pick one and they teach you how to dive. Diving was one of my favourites because you see a whole new world under the water. And if you want to relax instead you can just lie on the beach and enjoy.

If you on the other hand do not like being in the water there is a lot of other activates. 
Next thing I did was going to a game reserve a couple of miles outside East London where I lived in a big tent that had a shower, toilet, freezer and a big bed. It was a special feeling living in a tent in the middle of the forest.  

Early next morning I got woken by the guide really early because I was going on a safari and we had to get up early when the animals are out. The first animal we saw was a monkey and I thought it was really cool but the guide said that a monkey is nothing if you compare to the big five. The big five is the five most dangerous animals to hunt by foot and they are elephant, African buffalo, rhinoceros, leopard and lion. The hardest animal to fin is leopard because they are very shy and run away when they hear the car. This time we where lucky because on the way back to the camp we saw a leopard that was hidden in the woods. 
Now that I have seen the animals from a car I thought it would be more fun to see the animals closer and on the back of a horse. It was really horrible when we where close to the animals but it was a special feeling because you came so close to them. We took a break on the way back to the camp and we forgot to tie the horses so they ran all the way back without us so had to walk. This was the most exiting ting I have ever done because you could see the animals look at you. 
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I am a big fan of motor cycles so I talked to the guide if there was any chance to get a dirt bike to drive on the savannah. The guide came early in the morning and told me that he had a dirt bike that I could use. This was a dream that came true and driving a dirt bike in the middle of nowhere is probably the best thing you can do. I can not describe the feeling of driving like that. 
Even if I saw and learned a lot of tings when I visited South Africa did I not see or learn everything about the country. I liked my stay there because there is so many things to do even if you don’t like adventures. South Africa’s history is very interesting because the people had it tough just a hundred years ago. I say that South Africa is a country for all personalities. 
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