Mennyms under Siege
The book was published 1995 in the UK. Sylvia Waugh has done two books, “The Mennyms” and “Mennyms in the wilderness” before she did “Mennyms under Siege”. They are all fairytales.

What is it about?

The book is about the family Mennyms. The main character is Pilbeam. She and her family are rag dolls. When they go out in the real world they become human beings. But in some places like at their house are they dolls. 

One day Pilbeam decides that she wants to be an actress at a real theatre. But she has one big problem. At the theatre she turns in to a doll. Even when her plan goes all wrong she decides to stay there. She’s a really pretty doll and they have her in many children theatre performances. The family searches after her but when her brother Wimpey finds her she doesn’t want to come home.

What did I think about the book?

I think it was childish but in some places it was really funny. It all ends happily, of course. I don’t want to tell what’s happening in the end ´cause then I’ll ruin it. I recommend the book, if you like fairytales in a modern way. The fun thing about the book was even though it was a fairytale you could think that this could happen now, in the real world. 

How was the language?

The language was quite hard but I understood it anyway. I think that the writer described every little detail. In the beginning it was really good but after a while it became annoying. The best part of the book was when she ran away from home and tried to get a foot in to the theatre. 
Who were the main characters?

Pilbeam – She was the most important person in the book. Everything was about her.

Wimpey – Pilbeams little brother that finally found her.

Albert – Pilbeam had a big crush on him.

Tulip and Appleby – Pilbeams parents.

Miss Quigley – Another rag doll at the Theatre.

What about the writer?

 Her name is Sylvia Waugh. She now is a retired teacher and lives in north of England with her husband and three grown-up children. She published her first book 1993 and it was a big hit. She won “The Guardian” prize. They wanted to do a TV-show of the book, but she refused. I don’t know why. When she realized the second book about “The Mennyms” it was even a bigger hit. She won several of prizes. I don’t know if the third book, which I read, was a big hit, it didn’t say. But I think it did. I haven’t red the other ones but I liked this book a lot.
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