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Apartheid era

   Introduction:

   South Africa is a country blessed with a lot of nature and fertile farmlands including great mineral resources. South African mines are world leaders in the production of gold, diamonds and metals such as platinum. The discovery of the diamonds in these lands around 1900 resulted in an English invasion which was the influence of the Boer War. Following independence from England when the Afrikaner National Party was able to gain a strong and stable majority, an uneasy power-sharing between the two groups until the 1940´s. Strategists in the National Party invented apartheid as their control over the economic and social system. 
   In the beginning the goal of the apartheid was to maintain white domination while extending racial separation. 
   South Africa was in the seventeenth century colonized by the English and Dutch. The English domination of the Dutch originates (known as Boers or Afrikaners) resulted in the Dutch establishing the new colonies of Orange Free State and Transvaal.
   Apartheid is the African word for distinction and in this particular case between black and white people. Apartheid was a political system in South Africa during the late part of the 20th. With a great international pressure the white regime started to ease up on the oppression, and the leader of ANC 

(African National Congress) Nelson Mandela was released from prison and became elected as the president of South Africa. This was the countries first democratically election that meant that black people had the opportunity to vote.

   Health Care
White people die in heart attacks. Black people die in tuberculosis. The diseases are a reflection of the oppression during apartheid. The government’s greatest wish is to keep black people from having so many children. 
   Groote Schuur Hospital with recently new bullied building that is worth 1.2 billion crones and the little volunteer reception in Crossroads is South Africa’s two greatest opposites within health care. In the Groote Schuur hospital the white people make a display of the world’s greatest standard of living, yet they have the highest number of heart attacks. 

  At a hospital cabbage in Crossroads a lonely doctor struggles with some help of some few nurses and some voluntarily people to make an attempt to help the 
daily cue of patients. They struggle against tuberculosis, cholera and different nourishment deceases. The temporarily hospital cabbage have only time for real emergencies and they can only spare places for a couple of patients at the time.   
   There is a great difference between these kinds of hospitals. You can’t even compare the standards of the hospitals because if we look at the numbers we can see that the white people have one doctor per 330 persons and the black have one doctor per 12 000 persons. 
   The school:
   A young member of the black student organisation says: “Our education teach us to be slaves, while white children learns to be masters. This is the two sides of the apartheid education”. The black children make a statement against this roll the have been forced to live with. 

   In the little town called Cradock the black principle Matthew Goniwe kept a hard struggle against the government during several years. He wanted to achieve the possibility for black students to start a student’s council and get rid of the racial teaching methods. 

  The school for black people in South Africa is called “Bantu- teaching”. When it was introduced in 1953 the recent native minister Verwoerd held a world known speech he said “Black children are too untalented to learn mathematics”. The meaning of this bantuschool was – and is – only to give the black students a minimum of knowledge in reading, writing and counting. This is just to let them know that the white race is and will always be superior.  
   June 29 in 1958 Matthew Goniwes was found murdered by the road to Port Elisabeth. 50 000 grieving citizens followed him to his grave. His funeral became a manifestation against the school and the society of apartheid.

   The church 
   Many white mostly Afrikaners say that the bible gives great support for the racial differences. That opposite splits up the churches into two parts: for or against apartheid. The Dutch churches in South Africa have great support for the apartheid issue. The Christian congregation divided by colours is there for both natural and true, according to the white Afrikaners theology. 

   Apartheid also reflects in other churches. The appointment of Desmond Tutu as the first black bishop, in the Anglo sax Ian church, in December 1984 was not obvious. The white congregation was at first able to prevent the election of Tutu by being the majority in the election committee, even thou the blacks had more people behind them. 
But after the black people explained that it was a “racial decision” and that the white was hypocritical and had a double moral, Tutu could finally win the election. 
   There are even special laws that for instance only aloud white priests, but not other congregation members, to visit a member church in the black neighbourhood.
   The struggle for liberty:

   “We, the people of South Africa, declare and announce for the whole country and for the whole world that South Africa belongs to all of them who lives and have their homes here, black and white, and that no government righteous lay claim to authorities if it isn’t grounded on what the whole societies wishes for” this is a quote that was going to be the most important political document in the opposition.

   The modern opposition histories beginning are usually bound to January 8 in 1912. That was the year when the African chiefs, lawyers, teachers and other educated people became united into what we today call ANC (African National Congress). That was the first national political organisation for the African citizens and by the way the first one in Africa. 
   During the following fifty years the ANC leaders tried to convince the white masters that even black people had the right to fundamental authorities. 
   The racial oppression got better in 1948 when the white Nationalist party won parliament election with a program – apartheid- to split up all of the races and finally divide the country by the colour of your skin.
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