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Republic of Zambia

Introduction

In the English subject for class 7A at Vaksalaskolan, Uppsala, I have been asked to make a short written presentation of the Republic of Zambia. My presentation will deal with (1) Zambia's history, (2) it's traditions, culture and music, (3) it's climate and wildlife and (4) it's politics. Then I will end the presentation with some final comments. 

Zambia is a country in the Southern Africa. They have many neighbours. You have Zimbabwe, Botswana and Namibia in the south, Angola in the west, Zaire in the north, Tanzania in the northeast, Malawi in the east and Mozambique in the southeast. 

The total area is 752,610 sq. km. The population in Zambia is 9,5 million. 

The capital in Zambia is Lusaka (1 330 000). Lusaka is a modern city with a university built in 1966. Other main towns are Mufulira (199 000), Kitwe (472 000), Ndola  (443 000) and Kabwe (200 000).

Zambia is a republic and the official language is English. The major vernaculars are Bemba, Kaonda, Lozi, Lunda, Luvale, Nyanja, Tonga and about 70 other indigenous languages. The main religions are Christianity and Africans religions. The literacy rate in Zambia is 78.2 % (males 85.6 %, females 71.3 %).  

Zambia has 9 provinces: Central, Copperbelt, Eastern, Luapula, Lusaka, Northern, North-Western, Southern and Western. Zambia has many natural resources, e.g. copper, zinc, coal, cobalt, emeralds, gold, silver and uranium. 

History

The South Africa Company administered the territory of Northern Rhodesia (Zambia) from 1891 until UK took over in 1923. In 1964 they changed name to the Republic of Zambia upon independence in 1964. Zambia’s modern history is dominated by the ex. president Kenneth Kaunda and his party UNIP (United National Independence Party). Kaunda started the organisation , Zambia National Congress. But the party was banned in 1959 and Kaunda was sentenced to prison. When he came out he started a new party, The United National Independence Party (UNIP). In October 1964 Zambia had become a free state. Kaunda ruled the country in 27 years until 1991, because in the elections 1991 was it Frederick Chiluba that won.
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David Livingstone is part of Zambia’s past history. He was born 1813 in Blantyre, Scotland. In modest conditions. Never the less he came to study medicine and theology at Glasgow University to become a missionary doctor. When he was 28 years old he arrived in Bechuanaland and married Mary Moffat. She was daughter to another missionary there. Livingstone began to explore uncharted areas of Africa and while mapping the upper Zambezi River he discovered the Victoria Falls. After his wife died in fever he forgot to keep contact with Britain so people thought that he might be dead. But in 1872 Henry Morton Stanley found him. He was sent out from the New York Herald. Stanley greeted him with the famous remark, 

“Dr. Livingstone I presume?”. Stanley tried to take him back to Britain but Livingstone refused. Livingstone was found dead 1873. He had died beside his bed. His servant carved out Livingstone's heart and burned it. The ashes were buried under an old tree near the hut he died in. The body was sent over to Britain. David Livingstone is buried in London.    
Traditions, culture and music

The Zambian flag is green, red, orange and it has an eagle on it.

The green is for natural resources, red is for freedom, orange for mineral wealth and the soaring eagle is also for freedom.  


Zambia has a very beautiful national anthem. Here is the first verse and the chorus in some of the indigenous languages:

1. Stand and sing of Zambia, proud and free, Land of work and joy in unity,

Victors in the struggle for the right, We have won freedom's fight,

All one, strong and free.

Chorus

Lumbanyeni, Lesa, Lesa, wesu, Apale calo, Zambia, Zambia, Zambia.

Fwe bantungwa. Mu luunga lwa calo. Lumbanyeni Zambia. Twikatane bonse

Traditions: 

In February they have ceremony called N’cwala. The Ngoni people of the Eastern Province have a thanksgiving ceremony on the 24th of February every year. The dancing and feasting follow the chief’s ritual tasting of the first fresh produce of the year.

In March and April the Lozi people have a ceremony called Kuamboka when they leave en masse for higher ground.

In May the Kaonde and their Chief Mukumbi celebrate this festival in the Solwesi district in North Western Province. The ceremony is called Kufukwila. 

In July the annual war dance of the Umutombuko is celebrated by the chief Kazembe and his subjects every July 31 in the Luapula Province.

Chief Gaba Undi and his Chewa Tribe celebrate every August in the Katete district of Eastern province the ceremony Kulamba.

In September the Ba Ila people have a ceremony called Shimunenga. On a weekend of the full moon, on the Kafue flats at Maala, the Ba Ila people express their devotion to their ancestors with the Shimunenga ceremony.

In October the Njumba tribe in the Samfya area and around the shores of Lake Bangweulu celebrated the Kwanga ceremony.  

Climate and Wildlife

The climate is tropical with 3 seasons: In May-August is it cool and dry, September – November is it hot and dry and in December-April is it wet and warm. The average rainfall in the north is around 1200 mm but drier in the south where the average rainfall is around 750 mm. 

Zambia has 19 national parks. 2 of the largest wildlife sanctuaries in Africa you can find in Zambia, the Luangwa and Kafue National Parks. They have many wild animals in Zambia. You can find almost all the animals that live on the African continent. Here are some of them: elephant, hyena, lion, jackal, leopard, rhinoceros, zebra, hippopotamus, giraffe, buffalo and many antelope sorts.

740 different birds have been recorded in Zambia. Some of the birds you can only find in Zambia. 

The Victoria Falls are, after the Niagara Falls, the biggest and most beautiful waterfall in the world. David Livingstone found the waterfall in 1855. He gave it the name Victoria after Britain’s queen Victoria. 

Politics
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You can vote from the age of 18 in Zambia. The President is Frederick Chiluba. He has been president for 10 years (2 November 1991). The national holiday is in 24 October (Independence day, 1964). 

Zambia is member in FN since 1964.

1 ZMK (Zambia Kwancha) is 0,00329215 SEK and 1 SEK is                                                                                  303,755 ZMK (25 April 2001).

Kenneth Kaunda was born 1924 in the Luapulaprovince in northern Zambia. His father was a missionary and his mother was a teacher. He studied in the mission school and became a teacher. After a short break in Tanganyika and later also in Zimbabwe he came back to Zambia and started with politics. In 1955 he was sentenced to prison because the police had found some of Gandhi’s scripts at his home. When he came out of prison he stared the organisation, Zambia National Congress. But this party was banned in 1959 and Kaunda was in gaol for a second time in his life. And when he came out he started the United National Independence Party (UNIP). In October 1964 Kenneth Kaunda reached his first goal: Zambia had become a free state. 

Kaunda was Zambia's first president and he ruled the country until 1991. Kaunda had been president for 27 years. In the vale 1991 was it Frederick Chiluba that won. 

Final Comments

Zambia  is a very beautiful country on a 1000-1500 m high plateau. It has a rich wildlife and also plenty of natural resources but it still has some problems in politics.
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