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Geography B


· Population density

Italy is a middle-sized country located in the south of Europe, a peninsula extending into the central Mediterranean Sea. Italy has a predominantly Mediterranean climate, with the Alps in the north and hot beaches in the south. The land terrain is mostly rugged and mountainous with some plains and coastal lowlands. This makes big parts of the land not useful for living and growing crops, only 31% are arable land.  Italy has a total area of  301 230 sq. km, that is an area slightly larger then Arizona, but only  93 381 sq. km is arable land. Italy has population rate of 57 634 327 (July 2000) but because of the land terrain the people are not even spread across the country.  The Italians are mostly liv​ing in cites or ware the land is arable. That is why the most appropriate and fare measure of the population density of Italy is the physiological density. The physiological density is 617,2 persons/km2 arable land (57634327/93381=617,1954359).  In the case of Italy the physiological density measurement is the most appropriate because it gives the most cor​rect density rate of the area were the Italian citizens live. The only problem with the physiological density measurement is that it is not going to be very correct in the dense city areas and maybe a bit exaggerated in countryside. But for being an overall number of the density of the area where most of the population lives it is okay. 

· Demographic Transition Model 

The total fertility rate went up from 2.1 children per woman in 1950 to 2.55

in 1970, and has been declining ever since. At the same time the crude death rate per 1000 population had reached a low level and was not changing very much (9.9 in 1950, 9.8 in 1970). The total population went from 47miljon(1950)  to  53.8miljon(1970) and  55.4miljon(1975). These are all numbers proofing that Italy had reached the third stage in the DTM. “…the birth rate begins to drop and the death rate reaches a low level; popula​tion growth continues but begins to slow down” – that is exactly what happened.
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In the 1980 Italy reached the fourth stage in the DTM. “ …Both the birth rate and the death rate are low with a small fluctuation; population growth is limited and in same years it may decline.” This is what has happened. Both the death rate and the birth rate have reached a low level and are in the 90:s getting more stabile. 

The today situation is that the population growth is starting to decline and in June 2000 it was –0.07%. The crude death rate per 1000 population has increased to 10.8 but the birth rate is still low (8.7).  So in what demographic transition stage are we in now? I would say that Italy just reached the fifth. The explanation for the fifth stage is: “The fifth stage that has been identified relatively recently where the death rate has shown signs of increasing and the overall population has begun to decline.”    

But how is the Italian population situation going to be in the future? 

If there wouldn’t be any immigration and the population development will continue as the United Nations Population Division has planed the total population will decrease greatly.   


· Population Composition and Characteristics

The today age composition is:
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Today’s gender composition is:

0-14 years: 14%( male 4,220milj; female 3,977milj)

15-64 years: 68%( male 4,297milj; female 19,596milj)

65 years+: 18% (male 4,298milj; female 6,127milj)

Total: Male- 27, 806miljon  48.52%

          Female- 29, 492miljon   51.48%

Age at first marriage: Male 27years, Female 23 years

High Income: Male 49.4%

Female 50.6%

Employment: All data are % of labor force of the same sex. (From 1990)


Agriculture: 
Male 8%
Female 8%


Industry: 
Male 34%
Female 19%


Service:
Male 50%
Female 56%

Unemployment: total 12,1% of population. 

                           Female 16.8% of female labor force.  Male 9,5% of male labor force.

Religious composition:

Catholic 96%

Protestants 2,5%

Other: 1,5% growing Muslim and Jewish communities

Ethnic Groups: No data.

Italians, German-,French-,Slovene-, Albanian- and Greek-Italians.

Other composition:

Urban: 90%

HIV/Aids positive 15-49 years: 0.31%

Net Immigrants: 34%

Refugees: 68 300 




This is the future population Prospect
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				1950-55		1955-60		1960-65		1965-70		1979-75		1975-80		1980-85		1985-90		1990-95		1995-2000

		Population(milj)		47.1		48.6		50.2		52.1		53.8		55.4		56.7		57		57.3		57.2

		Crude Birth Rate		18.3		18		18.8		18.3		16.1		13		10.7		10		9.8		9

		Crude Death Rate		9.9		9.6		9.8		9.7		9.8		9.8		9.5		9.5		10.4		10.5






